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The Wada House, built approximately 300 years ago, is one of the
largest Gassho-style houses in the village.

The meaning of Gassho-style is from a shape formed by both hands
when aligned in front of the chest as if in prayer. The roofs are built to
endure the weight of snow. Furthermore, the slopes ensure that the snow
will fall naturally from the snow-covered roofs.

Also, Gassho-style houses allow for spacious attics which can be
utilized for sericulture.
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Oe is the largest general living space in the Wada Mansion and
also is the gathering place of the local people to discuss matters of
communal importance. It consists of a hearth with tatami matting
around it, and a wooden floor around the circumference. It was also
used as a place where annual family events, such as New Year
festivities, were held.
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